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nothing worried them. They did not know that
Italy had declared war on Abyssinia and that the
League of Nations was suffering from double
pneumonia. They only knew that Tata Ordinary
had improved and that Broach Cotton had remained
steady. As soon as lunch was over the President
arose and after a few remarks about the day's
collection, he announced the " speaker of the day."
He said I needed no introduction, and then proceed-
ed to introduce me." He used words like honour and
privilege and finally decided he would not stand
any longer between the speaker and the audience,
which really did not care whether I spoke or not.
They had their lunch and put their contributions in
the collection box, so they had fulfilled two of the
cardinal principles of Rotary,
I began. First there were occasional burps from
1he lunchers who were digging into their teeth
with tooth-picks for little bits and pieces which had
slipped into the crevices. Then a little laughter from.
those who thought I had said something funny, but
then a grim silence came over the room and colour
'came into the faces of my elders. I raised my eye-
brows, put a diabolic curve on my mouth and tried
to look more cynical than ever. At the end of it
I turned to the President, who had been uncomfort-
ably fingering his collar, and said: " And so,
Mr. President, the struggle goes on between my
generation and yours. It is a pathetic picture,